Desperate Literature, so much
more than a bookshop

Four years ago I stumbled upon a newly opened gem, Desperate
Literature. I immediately went in, spoke to the staff (who
were practically still building the place), and wrote an
article about it: Desperate Literature, for book lovers in
Brooklyn, Santorini and now Madrid.

Something about it felt so homey to me. Perhaps it was the
English-speaking staff, the familiar titles on the shelves, or
the fact that they were playing my brother’s kind of music. It
just felt like I was stepping into an avid reader’s living
room in New York rather than a bookshop in Madrid.

‘Valentine's Day Cocktails at Desperate Literat

Buy 8 sexy book and be plied with drinks
and chocolates
Presented by nakedmadrid.com

SATURDAY 14 FEBRUARY, 7pm
Calle Campomanes 13, Madrid

Tel: 911 B8 80 89 / desperateliterature.com

I haven’t stopped going back since. Many of the times I’'ve
gone in with friends and family, we’ve either been offered a
cup of green tea or a glass of whiskey. Naked Madrid even co-
hosted a Valentine’'s event there in 2015. I remember there
being lots of mulled wine, chocolate, and a discount in the
erotica section.

So much has changed since then, yet the same wonderful vibe
and essence remains. The staff is still rotating,
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international and friendly as ever. The book selection of both
new and old titles in English, French and Spanish keeps on
growing. With so many great additions, it was time for a new
article, with updated pics too.

First some background info

For anyone who hasn’t been yet, Desperate Literature sells by
far the best selection of English books in the city, from art
and philosophy to history and sociology. Plus a nice “boozy
books” section where you get a shot of free whiskey with every
purchase. You can also find titles in other languages, as well
as handpicked rare editions, signed copies, tote bags,
postcards, maps, and more. There’s even a kids’' section!

Desperate Literature was founded by hardcore book fanatics:
Craig Walzer (UK), Corey Eastwood (US), Charlotte Delattre
(France) and Terry Craven (UK). Between them, they also own
Atlantis Books in Santorini, Greece, and Book Thug Nation and
Human Relations in Brooklyn, New York.

Charlotte and Terry are currently running the shop (and living
upstairs). Before coming to Madrid, they both worked for
several years at the world-famous Paris bookshop Shakespeare
and Company. Lucky for wus, they’re bringing the same
philosophy to Desperate Literature, making it much more than a
bookshop — it’s also a community, event space, publishing
house, and a home. According to Terry:

“Desperate Literature’s aim is to create a place where people
meet for and through literature and to that end we’re
developing not only our stock, focusing on having the best
literature in English, Spanish and French, but a whole array
of literary events, a literary magazine and all types of
literary collaborations.”
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Great events: readings, concerts, and
more

Desperate Literature has truly blossomed into an international
haven for literature and art. It collaborates with local
and expat writers, poets, musicians, and artists on a regular
basis. They constantly put on cozy concerts, trivia nights,
chess events, readings, and talks, as well as fun holiday-
themed events like Bloomsday and Christmas sing-alongs. All
these intimate events are healthily booze-infused, and usually
cost just €3 entry including a drink.



Children’s corner

In the back you’ll find a very sweet children’s corner full of
class titles that will make you feel nostalgic, from Dr. Seuss
to Roald Dahl. There’s also a cute little couch where you can
curl up with a good read.
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First literary prize

Desperate Literature launched its very own short fiction prize
this year, receiving over 450 entries. They offered a €1000
prize, a stay at the beautiful Civitella Ranieri foundation,
and publication in various literary magazines, as well as
events at Desperate Literature and Shakespeare and Company.

We’ll be launching again in December 2018 and (hopefully)
every year to come, with the aim of putting our small
bookshop on the 1international scene for excellent
experimental fiction written today.

And first magazine and book!

The shortlist from the fiction prize even led to the
publishing of Desperate Literature’s first book “Eleven
Stories” in April. And they put out their first magazine last
year, La Errante.
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While all these additions are undeniably impressive (and
there’s certainly more in store), what speaks to me most is
that the shop continues to feel as warm and cozy as ever,
almost as if you were walking into a friend’s personal
library. Plus the music is great, the signs are quirky, and
you're likely to make a friend or get offered a drink if you
stick around awhile.

If you’re interested in getting to know more about Desperate
Literature, definitely stop in and say hello. For more
info, here’s an insightful article written by Katie
Dycus: Portrait of a Bookstore: Desperate Literature (Madrid).

Desperate Literature

» Facebook, Website & Instagram
Address: Calle Campomanes, 13
Metro: Santo Domingo, Opera, and Callao
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