Madrid Artist Showcase: Local
Composer and Violinist
Santiago Vokram

Madrid’s vibrant music scene is full of gems and untold
stories. Despite winter taking hold, there are many upcoming
gigs with emerging artists and performers. For each of these,
there is an untold story waiting to be showcased. Santiago
Vokram is a local performing artist who wields a violin to
serenade his audiences. I have had the good fortune to witness
him in action and interview him about his life and creative
journey.

My first impression of him was that his attire and unique
sense of style reflected that he is a person who breathes in
creative energy. He can take the sound to areas I didn’t think
violins were capable.

So without further ado, here’s his story and upcoming dates so
you, too, can experience his music.

Santiago Vokram’s musical story and
style

Hailing from Mexico City, Santiago began his career as a
musician there in Rock-Celtic fusion band La Agonia de Leonara
at 13. He devoted himself fully to practicing the violin, and
growing as a performer, citing it as an escape from the empty
spaces of life. He would go on to study music at Mexico'’s
elite Escuela Nacional de Musica.

Santi reminisced on how in his youth he was inspired by the
Spanish band Mago de 0z and when he learned that the group had
split, he relocated to Madrid to join José Andréa & Uréoboros,
the next project of original Mago de 0z members.
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Santi remained modest when describing his ascension to
dreaming of meeting his heroes and then having the opportunity
to create alongside them in his newly adopted
country. He became deeply embedded in Madrid’s thriving
creative scene and began performing alongside other revered
local artists such as Ataca Paca, and on the international
circuit with renowned Gypsy musician Robby Lakatos.

Where he 1is now

Santi’s current band, which reflects his personal expression,
is La Sonrisa de Cibeles. This trio seeks to create something
unprecedented as a cross-over fusion of world-classical and
pop music. Its members are Santi on Violin, Benja Bravo on
Double Bass and German Nuifiez on Guitar. Their goal is to help
a younger audience expand their perception of “classical”
music and to disrupt the local music scene by introducing
sounds with less precedent.

Santi’s style as a performer ranges from classical to
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unconventional. The violin is an essential part of traditional
mariachi groups and can be weaved into classical jazz, rock,
folk and other improvisational contexts. In addition to his
solo-acts and collaboration with other artists, Santi performs
at upscale events and in luxury hotels seeking to provide a
stylized ambiance. Notably, Netflix has utilized Santiago as a
creative asset in the mariachi ensemble featured in Narcos
Mexico.

Our connection

What Santiago and I share is that both of us have collaborated
on creative projects with the versatile public relations
strategist, programmer, event planner, and art instructor
Vesta Rounsaville. Vesta manages Santi’s social media presence
and coordinates his routine concerts in Madrid’s venues. With
her help, he has managed to expand his circle of collaborators
to Madrid’s international community of musicians, comedians,
and actors. Additionally, his concerts have raised funds for
Madrid for Refugees, a prominent volunteer group.

Santi confided in me that as his visibility increased, he
became exposed to uglier elements of the music scene noting
that “adoration can become insanity or envy.” He went on to
say that “If you have a vision, you need to improve it little
by little.”

Despite a lack of a conventional road map to follow, coupled
with at times a lack of financial security, Santi never
wavered in his pursuits despite sometimes deeply missing his
parents in Mexico, or his loved ones whenever he’d tour for
prolonged periods.

Upcoming shows

You can be captivated by Santiago’s stage personality and
violin prowess at Teatro-Bar Hipécritas (La Latina) this
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Saturday the 23rd at 22:00 where La Sonrisa de Cibeles will
enchant their audience.

You can also catch them at Microteatro Por Dinero‘s mini-
concert festival Microsound in December (Malasafna/Gran Via).
Tickets for the concert in Teatro-Bar Hipécritas can be
purchased via Entradium.
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Contact

If you would like for Santiago Vokram to perform at an event,
or to utilize his work for branded content, contact Vesta
Rounsaville.

If you know of any other Madrid-based artists that you’d like
to showcase on Naked Madrid, don’t hesitate to get in touch
with us to submit a post.

Where to Dance Bachata and
Salsa in Madrid

Always wanted to learn how to dance
bachata but didn’t want to pay high costs
for private lessons? Well, look no
further!

It is muy de moda, or very popular to dance bachata right now
in Spain. Each year there seems to be more meet-up groups and
more bars offering noches de bachata or noches latinas.
Located right by Templo de Debod, The Host offers three
bachata classes followed by social dancing
every Wednesday night.

For 8 euros you’'ll have entrance to the bar, access to three
classes over the course of two hours and a drink (alcoholic or
not) of your choice. You can choose to take all three classes
or just one. If you’'re more of a “people watcher” there are
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plenty of seats at the bar and around the perimeter of the
dance floor. Don’'t show up too early though because the first
class starts when the bar opens at 9PM.

For new dancers, the first question often asked is “Do I need
to bring a partner?” You do not need to bring a partner but
you can if you’d like! The classes tend to begin with the
basics, which everyone dances individually. Then, when you do
partner up, the pairs rotate so often that by the end of the
class you’ll have danced with nearly everyone, you might even
remember a few names or have made a new friend by the end of
the lesson. On this particular Wednesday, the classes were:
modern bachata, Dominican bachata and lastly, sensual bachata.
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After the classes end and the students watch or record as the
dance instructors model all the steps learned, the social
dancing starts! You get the chance to practice what you
learned with friends from the class or meet others who are
just arriving for the social dancing. The fun doesn’t end
until 3AM! If you’re more interested in salsa, you should
join The Host on Thursdays for class (see below). You’'ll also
hear a little bit of salsa and kizomba throughout the night
but Wednesdays are specifically for bachata at The Host!
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Info

= Address: Calle Ferraz 38

= Metro: Arglelles / Ventura Rodriguez / Plaza Espaia
» Facebook

Other classes at The Host:

Tuesday: Kizomba (classes 21:00-23:00 and social dancing until
3)

Wednesday: Bachata (classes 21:00- 23:00 and social dancing
until 3)

Thursday: Salsa (classes 21:00-23:00 and social dancing until
3)

Friday: Bachata (classes 22:00-@24:00 and social dancing
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until 5:30)

Facebook pages and groups on
Madrid’s salsa and bachata scene:

1. Salsa Madrid (page)
2. Salsa Madrid (group)

Here are some more salsa places to
check out:

Azucar:

For 8 euro you can enjoy classes and a drink at Azucar near
Metro Atocha. It is a smaller nightclub but brings in dancers
of many levels.

Tropical House:

Near Metro Plaza de Espafia is the best place to start dancing
salsa or bachata as a beginner. Tropical also offers kizomba
lessons on Fridays and Saturdays.

Cats:

On Sundays at Cats (now called Sala Mitty) you can dance salsa
and bachata. The crowd is great and there’s plenty of room to
dance as it doesn’t get completely packed.

EL Son:

A close walk from Puerta del Sol, El Son offers classes from
Monday through Thursday at 6 euro a class.
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La Negra Tomasa:

In Sol but doesn’t feel like it. Live Cuban music every night
and although there isn’t a lot of space to dance, if you love
salsa music, La Negra Tomasa is a must.

You may also like: Where to get fit in
Madrid

DCODE Festival 2016

On Saturday September 10th DCODE Festival is coming to Madrid
to bring you the best of the past two decades of music, both
national and international. The line up includes legends such
as Jimmy Eat World and Eagles of Death Metal along with
current artists like Zara Larsson or Mark Ronson. Get ready
for 18 hours of music, food and drinks.

Folkin’ Doktor Lemoine: the
monthly concert

Doktor Lemoine will be singing a song or two for the folk-
loving folks at Desperate Literature on Friday, March 11th.
Charming all with his tuxedo and camper van, Lemoine will be
worth the trip so strum on down for this folk-tastic concert.

Facebook
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Forasteros Concert - Folk,
Gypsy-jazz & Swing Music 1n
La Latina

Don’t miss the chance to support a Madrid-based band playing
tracks from their recently released EP “Hello You!” (Have a
listen here) together with classic and new Forasterian
creations. Forasteros is made up of a group of international
musicians playing a mix of folk, swing and gypsy-jazz music.
They’ll be holding a concert on Saturday, Nov 28, at 1llpm in
La Latina, at a venue called Collage Drinks Art. Entrance
costs €6 with a drink. Also check out our feature article on
Forasteros.

Madrid Jazz Festival 2015 -
live concerts all over the
city!

Madrid is celebrating its annual jazz festival from November
5th — 27th with live concerts around the city (many of which
are free). Check out the program here and make sure to take
part in it!
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