Veggie Nirvana at VivaBurger
in La Latina

In the foodie hotspot Plaza de la Paja, in barrio La Latina,
lies a vegetarian oasis with an oddly beachy vibe, complete
with pale teal walls, distressed white wood, and beaded
curtains.

You can sit inside or at one of their lovely terrace tables in
this little nook of La Latina. While there’s almost always a
full house (and for good reason), the staff works like a well-
oiled machine, and the owner treats everyone like family.
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Everything on the menu is vegan or vegetarian—-and seriously
delicious. Being shamefully addicted to cheese, I was
admittedly nervous to try their vegan burger of the day. But
it exceeded my expectations in every way: filling, creamy, and
flavorful, it left me more than satisfied. It comes with a
salad or soup, fresh fries, and a drink (can be wine or beer
too).
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If you're not feeling a veggie burger, the eatery offers an
alternative meni del dia: they celebrate a different country
every day with a rotating international menu. Indian curry
garam masala, Greek salad and musaka, Peruvian avocado
ceviche, Moroccan couscous, Argentinian vegetable parrillada
and empanadas.. and about 20 others.
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For dessert, I had a fresh mint green tea smoothie. Having a
huge sweet tooth, it wasn’t what I was expecting, but it was
flavorful and refreshing, especially on such a hot day. If you
order dessert a la carte, instead of with the lunch special,
you have lots of other options like their scrumptious carrot
cake or vegan ice creanm.
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Amazingly, the burger for the meni is apparently a more
“basic” veggie burger. If that'’s basic, I can only imagine the
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full menu 1is mind-blowing. I’'ll for sure be back for more.

Info

= Facebook

- Website: vivaburger.es

 Instagram: @viva burger

= Address: Costanilla de San Andrés 16
= Phone: 91 366 33 49

Amargo, the city’s Dbest
veggie burger (and much more)

The title says it all.

On a cozy corner in Malasafia, Amargo Place To Be lures you in
with its fairytale facade, enveloped with ivy and illuminated
by twinkle lights.

Inside, the vibe is both industrial and homey. Friendly faces
will greet you (not always a given in the city) and you’ll be
overwhelmed by a menu so international you’'ll forget where you
are.

Nigiris, Mexican nachos, giant croquetas, dim sum, lasagna
with wonton pasta and pine nuts, duck magret over hummus and a
raspberry coulis...

But as we're all biased—especially when it comes to food-what
I wanna sell you on is their veggie burger.

I can’t even bring myself to try anything else from the
impressively diverse and delicious menu, because when I come
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to Amargo, I only have one thing on my mind: that thick and
savory soy burger piled high with zucchini in tempura, a fried
egg, a thick slab of goat cheese, green shoots, caramelized
onion, crispy onion crunch, and the special house sauce.

Go starving—just half of this monstrous burger fills me up.

They’'re open for breakfast, lunch and dinner (from 9am-2am
every day!), have a fantastic mend del dia (€11.90 M-F and
€13.50 on weekends and holidays), and boast a lengthy drink
list that includes signature cocktails and organic wine (!!!).
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But wait, there’s more.

If you venture downstairs (follow the 19th-century painting in
which a stoic aristocrat dons some fly ass Nikes), you’ll find
the seating area where diners become audience members.

Since last year, Amargo has hosted concerts throughout the
week. If you’re dining in (make sure to make a reservation-it
fills up!), it’s just €2 to enjoy anything from flamenco to
soul to acoustic while you eat. When I went, I was treated to
Chisara Agor‘s achingly soulful voice.

Check out this month’s programming on Amargo’s website.
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The mindblowingly talented Chisara Agor and the amazing
Christian Garcia-Fonseca Secher on cajon.

If you're somehow not yet experiencing sensory overload, the
lower level also functions as a revolving art gallery. The

current artwork 1is by local visual and urban artist
Misterpiro.
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Just some pals having a very candid laugh.

In a hurry? Amargo also does speedy-quick orders to go.

You have no excuse.

Info

- Website & Facebook

= Instagram: @amargoplacetobe

» Address: Calle Pez, 2

= Phone: 910 84 79 90

= Metro: Callao, Noviciado, Tribunal
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Keyaan’'s: A Taste of the
Dominican Republic in Madraid

When it comes to restaurant reviews, the word “authentic” gets
thrown around a lot. It’s become a buzzword for people seeking
out genuine food and unique eating experiences, but all too
often it’s used as a catchall adjective that doesn’t really
mean much, a vague and perhaps inaccurate way to lure in
customers looking for “the real deal.”

This is not the case at Keyaan'’s. If there were ever an
establishment that deserved the label of authenticity, it
would be this place. Specializing in Dominican empanadas,
traditional sides, and homemade desserts, the colorful café
brings a true taste of the D.R. to the streets of Chamberi.
After opening its doors only two months ago, it’s already
accumulated a loyal clientele—-and it only takes one bite to
understand why.
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The story of Keyaan's began with a simple craving. Around two
years ago, just after her son Ilias was born, Zakiya Ramirez
had a powerful longing for a good empanada. Her husband
Aderly, who hails from the Dominican Republic, called up his
mom and asked for her recipe. After a bit of tweaking and
improvisation, he cooked up his very first batch of empanadas
using nothing but a hot plate. Zakiya was floored; it seemed
her husband had a hidden natural talent that not even he was
aware of.
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Zakiya, Aderly, and Ilias Keyaan Ramirez

In the years since, Aderly’s recipe gradually evolved and
improved until the couple decided it was time to share his
skills with the world. They opened Keyaan’s in November,
christening it with their son’s middle name, and it’s already
gained a considerable—and well-deserved—-reputation.

I recently dropped by to sample some of their signature
offerings, with my friend and trusty taste-tester Sophia by my
side. We were presented with dish after dish of Dominican
delicacies, hitting as many of the menu’s high spots as
possible before falling into a full-on food coma.
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First up: the empanadas. Aderly’s specialty is front and
center at Keyaan'’s, making up the bulk of the menu. You can
choose from several fillings (beef, chicken, <cheese,
vegetables, tuna, and even pepperoni, in a variety of
combinations) and two sizes (just one of the big ones will
fill you up, but the mini empanadas are too cute to resist).
Unlike some versions, these are chock full of the good stuff,
meaning you won’t be biting into a pocket of air. The dough is
made fresh each day, and every single empanada is hand-formed
and fried to order. The result is crispy on the outside, soft
on the inside, and juicy without being greasy; a difficult
balance to strike.
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As tempting as it may be to gorge yourself on nothing but
empanadas, it would be a crime to leave without sampling the
sides. The fritos (flattened and fried plantains, similar to
tostones) and bollitos de yuca (fried balls of yucca stuffed
with melty gouda cheese) also achieve an ideal equilibrium,
indulgent and rich without being too heavy.
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Not to mention the quipes—fried balls of bulgur wheat dough
stuffed with chicken, beef, or cheese—a classic dish that
arrived in the Dominican Republic by way of the Arab world
(you might have tried its Middle-Eastern cousin, kibbeh).

Upon biting into one, Sophia’s first words were “I just wanna
dive into it.” In fact, she named it her favorite of all the
dishes she tried, which 1is certainly saying something.
According to Zakiya, it’s a customer favorite as well; almost
every Dominican who comes to Keyaan'’s orders empanadas with a
side of quipes, and they’re far from disappointed. One regular
swore that their empanadas are even better than those of the
most famous restaurant in Santo Domingo. Needless to say,
authentic is an understatement.
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If you've managed to make it through the savory stuff without
getting too full, you won’t be disappointed by dessert.
There’'s a wide selection of batidos in flavors ranging from
the classics to irresistibly creative inventions. The fruitier
options (strawberry, papaya, coconut, and mango) are made the
Dominican way, with evaporated milk, while the richer
varieties (chocolate, vanilla, Oreo, Kinder Bueno, Ferrero
Rocher, galleta Biscoff, and magdalena) are made with ice
cream for a more American-style milkshake. They’'re served in
enormous glasses and topped with whipped cream, ideal for
sharing (or not). Not too sweet, perfectly rich, and
deliciously creamy. You might be surprised at how fast you can
finish one.



Galleta Biscoff batido: “Like drinking a cookie”

Still hungry? Try one of the sweet empanadas, dreamed up as a
way to combine Aderly’s talents with Zakiya's passion for
baking. The same perfectly fried dough, stuffed with apple
pie, dulce de leche, nutella cheesecake, Oreo, white
chocolate, strawberries, or pineapple.. it’s clearly a match
made in heaven.

All of the desserts are made entirely from scratch, and rumor
has it that Zakiya's cheesecake is the best in all of Spain.
If you want to taste it in all its glory, you can order it by
the slice as well as in empanada form. For something a bit
more traditional, try the majarete or habichuelas con dulce,
classic Dominican desserts made from corn and beans,
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respectively.

White chocolate caramel cheesecake

To wash it all down, you can choose from a variety of espresso
drinks made with Dominican Café Santo Domingo (“Even the
coffee 1is amazing,” according to Sophia), including
bulletproof coffee and affogato. Or give into temptation and
go for Zakiya's signature Nutella hot chocolate, or the
Dominican specialty morir sonando (orange or passion fruit
juice mixed with evaporated milk). If you want something a bit
lighter, there are also several kinds of natural juices.
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Keyaan’s offers weekly specials and events that draw a crowd
of expats and locals alike. If you want to sample as many
empanada flavors as possible, you’ll appreciate Lunes de
Locura, when mini empanadas are available for just €1 each
(and larger ones for €2.50). There are also monthly language
exchanges, giveaways, and much more on the horizon. Zakiya has
big dreams for Keyaan’s, hoping to one day turn it into an
international chain with locations in London, Santo Domingo,
and the United States. Her customers are already begging her
to expand, so they can feed their newly formed empanada
addictions no matter where in the world they may be.
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For now, though, we’ll have to be satisfied with this cozy
café and its incredible power to transport us from the center
of Madrid to the middle of the Caribbean. Keyaan’'s 1is
unquestionably authentic, but it’s so much more than that:
it’s a place where real homemade food takes center stage,
giving us a taste not only of Dominican culture but also of
the genuine tradition, dedication, and love that’s folded into
each and every empanada. No wonder we keep coming back for
more.
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Professional taste-tester Sophia enjoying Keyaan'’s specialties

Info

= Facebook & Instagram

 Address: Calle Blasco de Garay, 10
» Metro: Arglelles and San Bernardo
= Phone: 915 99 38 76
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