
Swinton & Grant: Art, Books,
Coffee
We wandered Lavapiés on an overcast day, searching for our
regular dosis of cafeína.  As we crept to the door of our
usual haunt, my friends and I found a CLOSED sign awaiting us.
 Spain’s siesta schedule had tricked us yet again – even
baristas need a break.  The time had come to try a new café.

Open  since  last  May,  Swinton  &  Grant  sits  just  off  the
Glorieta de Embajadores, amid North African falafel joints,
street art, and cherry blossom trees.  As you walk down Calle
Miguel Servet, you’ll first notice just how big the place is.
 Natural  light  streaks  through  black  velvet  curtains,
revealing two main areas: on the first floor, Ciudadano Grant,
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a café-bookstore.  In the basement, the Swinton Gallery, a
large space for local artist exhibitions.

Swinton & Grant, Embajadores
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Hip folks feel at home here.  Bare bulbs and LEDs light
customers’  way  to  the  pressboard  bookshelves  lined  with
English  and  Spanish  biographies,  comics,  and  children’s
picture books.  Jars of LEGOs and framed pictures of Leonard
Nemoy draw your eye to bottles of Arizona Tea, Jones Soda, and
fresh cakes and cookies.  Bon Iver, Jorge Gonzalez, and Fleet
Foxes tickle the ears while you waltz through the space.

The menu, with its own abstract artwork, impresses.  Coffees
come cheap (around €1.40).  For a small charge, you can enjoy
the flavor palates of special bean blends from Costa Rica,
Kenya, Colombia, and other countries.  Teas come in all sizes,
colors, and temperatures.
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The  café  offers  a  desayuno  special  before  1PM  every  day.
 While  you  appreciate  the  art  that  is  half-Banksy,  half-
neoclassical, you can try the classic pan con tomate, a ham
and cheese sandwich, or a slice of cake with your choice of
beverage – all for €2-4.  If you’re still hungry, go for a
full-size bocadillo or a giant cookie.
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After your sobremesa, take a look downstairs, where artists
hang their work in rotating exhibits.  Next on the program are
characteristic  contemporary  pieces  from  Luis  Pérez  Calvo,

https://www.nakedmadrid.com/wp-content/uploads/2015/04/edit-IMG_2987-e1429210374953.jpg
https://www.nakedmadrid.com/wp-content/uploads/2015/04/edit-IMG_2982-e1429210437327.jpg
http://planet.swintonandgrant.com/?portfolio=luis-perez-calvo-pipas-chicles-caramelos-10-04-2015-16-05-2015


Victor Solana, and Antonyo Marest.  If you’re feeling fancy,
feel free to buy the art, with prices ranging from a few euros
to a few hundred.
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Since my first fateful detoured day into Swinton & Grant’s
doors, it’s quickly become one of my favorite Madrid spaces.
 These days, when I’m in the mood for comfort, cake, and
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caffeine, I invariably make my way to Embajadores.

Info:
Web
Facebook
Twitter
Address: Calle Miguel Servet 21
Metro: Embajadores
Some photos courtesy of Keith Lema
 

You may also like:
Best Cafe-bookshops round 1

Best Cafe-bookshops round 2

El Cafelito – for coffee lovers in Lavapiés

Desperate Literature – Santorini, Brookly and
now, Madrid!

Best  Cafe-bookshops  in
Madrid, Round 1!
Coffee shops selling books? Bookshops selling coffee? However
you  call  them,  here  are  five  wonderful  café-bookshops  in
Madrid where you can enjoy a cup of coffee or a glass of wine
while surrounded by good reads. (See round two for more!)
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1. Ocho y Medio Libros de Cine

This  charming  bookshop  (featured  in  the  cover  photo)
specializes in cinema, and boasts a cozy café and outdoor
seating area. I love going here for a drink and a tosta
right before seeing a film at one of the independent movie
theaters  just  across  the  street.  All  screenings  are  in
original version with Spanish subtitles. A tip: this makes
for a great date night!

Facebook 
Address: Martín de los Heros, 11
Metro: Plaza de España

Also read: Where to enjoy good film in Madrid
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2. La Libre

This is my mom’s favorite cafe in Madrid. Why? Because a few
years ago while she was visiting me in the dead of winter, we
went in to warm up after a visit to the Reina Sofia Museum
around the corner. When she ordered a coffee, the server said,
“No ma’am, I think you need a whisky.” He couldn’t have been
more right! They also have nice teas and snacks to nibble on,
from breakfast pastries to empanadas.

Facebook
Address: c/ Argumosa, 39
Metro: Atocha

3. La Infinito
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This little café-bookshop lies on a corner in Lavapiés and
serves up coffee, books and art on a daily basis. Not only
does it have a welcoming ambience and lots of light streaming
in through its tall glass windows, but it also throws great
events, from micro-theater performances (one of which took
place in the café’s bathroom!) to popular weekend brunches.

image from La Infinito
Facebook
Address: c/ Tres Peces, 22
Metro: Antón Martín & Lavapiés

4. La Fugitiva
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Books are the centrepiece at this cafe, and I love how its
window  seats  and  tiny  bar  are  nestled  between  towering
bookshelves and overflowing tables displaying bestsellers and
rare reads. La Fugitiva has all you need from a café (coffee
and sweets) and all you could ask of a bookstore – readings,
talks, workshops, and of course, that distinct smell of books.



Facebook 
Address: c/ de Santa Isabel, 7
Metro: Antón Martín

5. Tipos Infames. Libros y Vinos 
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Wine and books? Quite a killer combination in my opinion.
Located right off the popular Calle Fuencarral, this trendy
bookshop, café and wine bar is a favorite of many in Malasaña.
Tipos Infames offers a much appreciated rest from the bustling
shops and streets in the area. It has a lot of seating area, a
full bar and high ceilings, making it feel open, friendly and
comfortable. It’s a great place to go with friends for a
quieter conversation in the afternoon. Plus they throw fun
events, so make sure to follow them on social media.

Facebook
Address: c/ San Joaquín, 3
Metro: Tribunal

Keep  reading  Round  2  of  Madrid’s  Best
Cafe-bookshops

And if you’re looking for a few of our favorite
cafe in Madrid without books:

Pepe Botella, a coffee place where you can think
Toma Café, fuel up, feel hip
Acid Café, seasonal, minimalist and just good coffee
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