Naif: King of Burgers

In a city so jam-packed with restaurants that one could eat
out in a different place every meal and never repeat, it'’s
saying a lot to return to a place more than once, and then too
many times to count. Such is the case with Naif, a cozy/grunge
burger spot nestled into Plaza de San Idelfonso serving
burgers, with a side of sass. Ask for a glass of water and one
of the snarky waiters will return saying they’ve run out of
water, but they do have gin. Alternatively, copas of beer and
wine are available for cheap and are a must for washing down
the grub.

The jocular banter with the waiters, the hype that comes with
having to (almost) yell over the music in order to be heard
across the table, the flickering candles of the dining room,
all contribute to making repeat Naif visits, but the real
reason to return is for the burgers. Never a disappointment,
never.
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Here, the king of burgers, is, undoubtedly, the Hamburguesa de
Trufa: hamburger gold. The rich flavor of truffles oozes out
of the burger with every bite. La Ibérica also pleases with
its hefty slices of jamén and manchego respectively. Naif has
the Goldy Locks principle working to its advantage: the
burgers are not too big, not to small- they’'re just right.
Nevertheless, they can be a challenge to eat; baskets of
napkins are placed on the tables for this very reason. Don't
mind about minding manners.


https://www.facebook.com/naifmadrid

A large chalkboard wall boasts nachos among the house
specialities. What comes to the table is a casserole dish of
chips bathing in a tangy bath of cheese, plus some avocados
and peppers for a spicy punch. These are not skating rink

nachos. They can be a meal in itself or something to share-—
cheesy fingers for all.
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And beyond burgers, dessert awaits on the horizon. There 1is
carrot cake, of course, as well as cheesecake and American
Pie. It’s not your mom’s recipe, but it’s pie! Inexplicably,




it lacks the bottom layer of crust, but there’s a top. Let’s
not be too picky, now. The carrot cake benefits from the
addition of nutella and walnuts.

Eating at Naif is addicting. You want to be there, wrapped up
in this rough and rugged metropolitan environment, until
closing time. Naif can serve as the backdrop for any social
situation: friends, dates, and parental visits alike. The
soundtrack somehow always fits the occasion and the dim
lighting makes everything seem cooler than it probably is.
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Where: Calle San Joaquin, 16
Phone: 910 07 20 71

Photos courtesy of Pablo Arias

Looking for other cool spots in Malasafa?
Check out:

La Paca, the perfect Malasaina café and bar

Pepe Botella, a coffee place where you can
think

Toma Café, Fuel up, Feel hip
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Best Café-Bookshops in Madrid

Best First Date Ideas in Madrid for foodies

Best Cafe-bookshops in
Madrid, Round 2!

Welcome to round two of the best cafe-bookshops in Madrid! As
you may have noticed in round one, Madrid’s central
neighborhoods boast quite a lot of quaint coffee shops and
bars that encourage drinking and reading under one roof.

There’s something about drinking coffee or wine amidst a sea
of books that makes me feel right at home. Whether you’re
looking for the perfect place to enjoy a quiet conversation or
a good read, here are five more wonderful cafe-bookshops in
Madrid that you’re bound to fall in love with.

1. La Central de Callao
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La Central (featured in the cover photo) is a trendy bookshop
near Callao and hands down the most modern of all on this
list. It boasts three floors, a happening café with a full
menu and a selection of much more than books on offer. At La
Central, you can also find funky mugs, quirky bags, useful
calendars, board games, wrapping paper, you name it. It'’s a
great place to get gifts in Madrid.

= Facebook
= Address: C/ Postigo de San Martin, 8
= Metro: Callao
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2. J&J Books and Coffee
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https://www.facebook.com/pages/J-and-J-Books-and-Coffee/50718946393

A long-time staple among Madrid’s expat community, this corner
bar has a downstairs bookstore selling a large selection of
primarily used English-language books, including ESL
resources. Up at the bar, you can get craft beer, wine,
coffee, bagels and other things to munch on. Also check out
J&J's free events, including language exchanges and pub
quizzes (trivia nights). Lots of fun!

= Facebook
- Address: c/ Espiritu Santo, 47
= Metro: Noviciado

3. italiana_madrid
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This Italian café and bookshop is located on one of Madrid’s
most vibrant streets — Corredera Baja de San Pablo — which is
lined with great bars, cafes and restaurants, such as Aid
Pizzeria, Elemental Bistro and Gymage with its rooftop

terrace. At italiana_madrid, you can get a strong espresso or
Aperol Spritz, plus browse through a wide selection of Italian
reads ranging from cookbooks to children’s books. It’'s also
across the street from one of the city’s favorite theaters,
Teatro Lara.

= Facebook
= Address: Corredera Baja de San Pablo, 10
= Metro: Gran Via
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4. La Ciudad Invisible

A travel bookshop selling food and drinks, this two-level cafe
boasts huge windows, high ceilings, and plenty of large
tables, couches and comfortable armchairs to choose
from, making it a great place for getting work done and
meeting friends. Plus it sells a killer Rebujito for 2€ (a
really refreshing yet deceptive drink from the South
containing sherry, white wine and soda water). It’s also
across the street from one of my favorite restaurants in
Madrid, Bar Lambuzo.

= Facebook
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- Address: c/ Costanilla de los Angeles, 7
= Metro: Opera & Santo Domingo

5. Maria Pandora
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Maria Pandora is one of my favorite spots in the city. Perched
atop a hill overlooking Parque las Vistillas, behind the Royal
Palace, here you’ll find the perfect place to watch the sunset
while enjoying a glass of champagne (the house specialty) or
your drink of choice. Although Maria Pandora is more of a bar
than a coffeeshop, it still deserves a spot on this list of
literary cafés. It also holds events such as poetry nights,
microtheater, and book readings. Check out our full article on
Maria Pandora here.

= Website & Facebook
= Phone: +34 910 42 82 13
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= Address: Plaza de Gabriel Miré, 1
- Metro: La Latina or Opera

Make sure to read: “Best Cafe-

Bookshops in Madrid, Round 1°

Also check out our favorite bookshop in

the city, Desperate Literature
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