Cubanismo, a tropical escape
in Malasana

In the warmer months, Madrid becomes inundated with talk of
rooftop terraces: which one is the coolest, where’s the best
view, who has the best drinks? There are the perennial
favorites, the ones that always crop up on tourism sites and
lists of local secrets. And then there’s Cubanismo.

On the third floor of the massive concept store and
multipurpose complex that is El Paracaidista, this Cuban-
inspired cocktail bar offers a hidden escape from the busy
streets of Malasana. To enter the building, you’ll need to
sign in at the front desk, and then journey through displays
of chic clothing and artsy accessories to reach the bar
itself. It may not actually be on the building’s roof.. but it
makes up for this technicality with an incredible atmosphere.
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Once you arrive, you’'ll be instantly transported back to 20th-
century Cuba, or at least a romanticized idea of it. A small
indoor area features sofas, mirrors, and old wooden furniture,
plus a marble bartop staffed by white-shirted waiters.



The terrace is roomy but still small enough to feel intimate.
It features wooden chairs with brightly colored cushions, red
umbrellas, and a view of the surrounding rooftops. This isn’t
the place to go for a panoramic view of the city, but it's
cozy and charming in its own way. At night, flickering candles
make it especially romantic.



The drink menu is creative and complete, with something for
everyone. For the full experience it’s essential to order a
mojito, which comes in a tall glass with crushed ice, fresh
mint leaves, a preserved lime slice, and a touch of Angostura
bitters. Other drinks include aperitivos that put an original
twist on classics like the Negroni and Bloody Mary. The menu
offers various rum drinks, among them the intriguing Cavalibre
(rum, 1lime juice, cava, cola syrup, and Angostura) and
the Made in Cuba, with hints of cucumber and absinthe.

Gin lovers will also find several tempting options, flavored
with things 1like blackberry liqueur, apricot brandy, and
passion fruit purée. While cocktails are definitely the
specialty here, they also offer wine, beer, sangria, and even
non-alcoholic takes on classic drinks. If you’'re hungry, order
a snack like guacamole, hummus, jamon ibérico, a cheese board,
or ice cream for dessert.
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Although the prices are slightly above average, they’re by no
means unreasonable. And for the entire month of October, 2017,
all cocktails and mixed drinks are 2 for 1 during happy hour
(5:00 to 8:00 pm, Tuesday through Friday). This deal also
applies to Parq, the full-service restaurant on the floor
above—but if I were you, I'd skip the pricey entrées and stick
to Cubanismo’s drinks and snacks. After spending a couple of
hours here, you might never want to leave.

Info

= Facebook, Instagram & website
= Phone: 914 45 19 13

 Address: Calle de la Palma, 10
= Metro: Tribunal
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La Paca, the perfect Malasana
café and bar with art
exhibits, movie nights and
Chenma..

As you walk through La Paca’s door, you feel like you’'re in
the right place. This funky café in Malasaia is always a good
choice when you’re in the mood for a coffee, a beer, or
something stronger.

La Paca’s facade on calle Valverde 1in
Malasafa (image from Facebook)
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La Paca is divided into two areas: the ground bears a worn-out
floor from a different time period, when the place used to be
a family'’s house. Vintage furniture from every single corner
of Spain fills the room: old sofas, lamps, Galician mirrors,
and bird-cages. La Paca‘s owner is an antique collector who
travels across Spain in pursuit of treasure troves. You can
find his finest pieces either sold at his vintage store La
Republicana, or displayed at La Paca.

funky furniture at La Paca

One step up and you’ll find Chema, the star bartender and the
man who runs the show. As I say in Spanish, he’s “un terremoto
de felicidad” (an earthquake of happiness). Working alongside
Chema is his sister, Vero, who’s also the perfect host. Feel
free to ask them both about the place and their drinks.

La Paca’s menu has different types of tea and coffee served
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with cakes (carrot, cheese or couland which 1is an oozy
chocolate muffin-type cake), and bizcocho (pound or sponge
cake). If you’re looking for a drink, they also have a wide
collection of craft beers (made from Madrid breweries) on tap,
wines and cocktails.

In this quintessential Malasana café, you’ve also got to try
their tortilla de patatas (homemade Spanish omelet), it is my
favourite!

my favorite tapa at La Paca

Another feature that makes La Paca so special is its events.
On Wednesdays at 9pm, they have free movie night downstairs.
They prepare the room in a way that reminds me of a movie
night at a friend’s house; sofas and people scattered about
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with no order whatsoever (plus the popcorn is also free!). I
went last Wednesday and saw Kill Bill I, and the week before
they had shown Taxi Driver (in Spanish with no subtitles).

[.a Paca

free movie nights on Wednesdays at La Paca in Malasana (image
from Facebook)

On Thursdays, La Paca holds acoustic music
performances, making room for up and coming Spanish
artists. Although Wednesday movie nights and Thursday concerts
are held regularly, La Paca showcases several other events
such as theater performances, independent markets, English
classes, clown shows, and art exhibitions. In fact, when it
comes to art exhibits, they’re booked until 2016!
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Theater performance at La Paca (image from Facebook)

What I like most about La Paca‘s events is the way they’'re set
up. Last time I was there, I ended up sharing a few beers
with Chema and Vero, and I asked them how they make money from
their events. Their answer was as simple as it was nice: they
just want to help people from the neighborhood. If you have a
creative project and you need a place to start, you shouldn’t
think twice about getting in touch with them.

Shhh...... today is Wednesday night and the movie is about to
start!
La Paca

Facebook

Address: c/ Valverde 36
Metro: Gran Via or Tribunal


http://nakedmadrid.com/wp-content/uploads/2014/03/1978850_10152275595266327_1902975080_n.jpg
https://www.facebook.com/LaPacaCafeBar
https://www.facebook.com/LaPacaCafeBar

